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Bismillahir rahmanir rahim 

Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh, Salam Sejahtera and a 

very good afternoon to everyone. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

1. Alhamdulillah. Praise to Allah for granting me this opportunity to 

deliver the keynote address in this Malaysian Local Governments Panel 

Discussion. I am honored to be associated with this inaugural Malaysian 

Local Authority Convention and to be able to meet delegates from all Local 

Government Authorities.  

 

2. I must say it is a great pleasure for me to welcome our distinguished 

guests, speakers and everyone for our first conference on the Local 

Government. This is our new initiative to gather everyone related under 

one roof to discuss issues and exchange views relating to enhancement 

of the Local Government. I am sure a lot of interesting ideas and best 

practices  will be shared by our speakers which will definitely assist our 

local governments in planning for their cities as well as developing a vision 

for the future.   

 

3. The local government in Malaysia certainly needs a transformation 

based on clear principles and structured approach. I do think that 

empowerment of local governments is a must to ensure the needs of 

communities are being catered for.  For today, we will be focusing on three 

main topics that have been discussed and deliberated on many platforms. 

Therefore I hope this session would enlighten us with new ideas and 

approaches especially in formulating new policies for the local 

government election.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Introduction of the Local Government and the Legislation  

4. Let me take this opportunity to brief everyone, especially our friends 

from abroad about the system of the local government in Malaysia. 

 

5. Malaysia practices a three tier government system, namely the 

federal government, the state government and the local government or 

the local authority. The constitution of Malaysia makes provision for the 

local government and the main governing legislation includes the Local 

Government Act 1976 [Act 171] for peninsular and the Local Authorities 

Ordinance 1996 and Local Government Ordinance 1961 for the states of 

Sabah and Sarawak respectively.   

  

6. The Local Government Act 1976 provides comprehensive functions 

and responsibilities of the local government. Two more laws were enacted 

after 1973 namely Town & Country Planning Act 1976 [Act 172] and 

Street, Drainage & Building Act 1974 [Act 133].  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

National Council for Local Government (MNKT) 

 

7. The local government in Malaysia is under the purview of the State 

Government. According to the federal constitution of Malaysia, state 

government has wide powers on Local Authority to ensure their 

effectiveness and efficiency. However, Article 76 (4) of the Federal 
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Constitution empowers Parliament to uniform laws and policies in relation 

with local government. Article 95A, sub-section (5), (6) and (7) of Federal 

Constitution clearly explained on the role and function for National Council 

for Local Government (MNKT) as follows: 

 

(i) To form a national policy in promoting developing and controlling 

Local Government throughout Malaysia and to administer any 

legislation in relation with it by consulting with Federal and State 

Governments. The Federal and State Governments are bound to 

implement policies formulated by National Council for Local 

Government; 

 

(ii) To facilitate negotiation on any law in relation with Local 

Government between Federal and the State Government; and 

 

(iii) To advise Federal and State Governments in relation with matters 

pertaining to Local Government. 

 

8.  The Ministry of Housing and Local Government (KPKT) is the 

secretariat to the  National Council for Local Government (MNKT) and is 

responsible for formulating, monitoring and executing of all policies and 

strategies pertaining to the local government in Malaysia.  

 

9. It should also be noted that there are exceptions to Sabah and 

Sarawak. These two states are excluded from following the laws 

formulated by the National Council for Local Government. The 
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representatives will attend this meeting as observers without any voting 

rights.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Types of Local Government 

 

10.   Currently we have 155 local governments in Malaysia, consisting 

of 14 city councils, 41 municipal councils and 95 district councils and five 

(5) modified/special local governments. They are responsible for the 

maintenance of township, roads, street lights and drains, landscaping 

and beautification, licensing of hawkers and businesses, crematorium, 

market, enforcement and many more.  

  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Local Government Election 

 

11. We have regular elections held at national and state levels. However 

there is no local government election in Malaysia since it was suspended 

in 1965.  

 

12. Today, all Mayors and council members are appointed by the 

state government according to the criteria stipulated by their respective 

Act and Ordinance. The Ministry is reviewing the possibilities of having 

local government election in the next three (3) years. Some policies and 

acts related to the Local Government election need to be reviewed. 

Definitely it may take some time but for sure it will have more positive 
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impact in transforming our Local Government to be more effective, 

efficient and transparent. We are keen to learn more from countries that 

practices elections for local governments. This is definitely going to be a 

challenging task for us and we believe the local government election will 

benefit everyone and we will have trusted leaders from different 

backgrounds elected to serve their communities.  

 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Local Government Action towards Sustainable Development  

 

13. Going forward, to create good governance and a pleasant 

environment to work and play, the local governments in Malaysia must 

strategize on how to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

SDG addresses the global challenges we face including those related to 

poverty, inequality, climate, environmental degradation, prosperity and 

justice. The SDG are the blueprint to achieve a better and more 

sustainable future for all. 

 

14. The local government plays major roles in making many critical 

decisions related with sustainable development matters such as urban 

planning, transportation systems, waste disposal and energy efficiency. 

Plus, they are responsible in shaping environments that generate more 

income for the locals by creating jobs whereby the productive investment 

can be used to channel for more developments and projects for the 

people’s benefits. Their decision making must be inclusive and 

responsive.  In other words, their decision making must support 



  

 

6 
 

sustainable development goals whilst ensuring all voices including 

women, youth and marginalized communities are heard and taken into 

account. 

 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  

 

15. Speaking of responsive governance, the local government should 

be easily accessible to the citizens. They must ensure efficient and quality 

delivery of essential social services such as health, welfare and housing 

are being executed. Normally local government being critiqued by the 

people that they only focus on budgets and numbers rather than paying 

attention on increasing quality of local education or better health in 

population. Therefore, local government must put higher consideration 

between the link of good governance and service delivery. They must 

work hard to achieve high perfomance not only in managing local services 

to satisfy customers and taxpayers, but also to create better future for the 

stakeholders. 

 

16. Achieving the SDGs also requires partnerships from both the federal 

and the state governments as well as the private sectors because none 

can succeed on their own. I wish and hope that this session will discuss 

and elaborate on how these objectives can be achieved.  

 

New Urban Agenda (NUA) 

 

17. Malaysia has reached another milestone with adopting New Urban 

Agenda (NUA) which serves as a new vision for our cities and 

municipalities for the next 20 years. NUA is a document which outlines 
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visions and global standards focusing on five elements: governance 

structure, spatial development, environment sustainability, social 

inclusion and urban prosperity. It is so encouraging when there are 

many local councils which already have plans and practices for a more 

sustainable future; for example go-green initiatives such as rain water 

harvesting, free public city bus with low carbon emission and standardized 

schedule waste collection to be more efficient, as well as curbing littering 

and illegal dumping. All this efforts need commitment from the 

communities and residents which will lead to a more meaningful results. 

It will raise awareness among the community on environmental issues, 

improvising solid waste management system, strengthening 

neighborhood bonds and developing a dynamic and environmental urban 

economy. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Role of Councillors 

 

18. The local authority shall consist of not less than eight and not more 

than twenty-four councillors and as i said earlier all of them are appointed 

by the State Authority. 

 

19. Being a councillor in a local government requires you to really work 

hard as well as being seen as a man with the highest standard of quality. 

You are expected to balance the needs of your local area, your residents, 

community groups, local businesses, your political party (if you belong to 

one) and the council. As the local elected representative you will engage 
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with residents and groups on a wide range of different issues and take on 

an important community leadership role.  

 

20. A councillor provides a bridge between the community and the 

council. Thus, in order to understand and represent local views and 

priorities, a councillor needs to build strong relationships and networking   

to encourage continuous engagement with the citizens. Councillors need 

to possess community leadership which means working in partnership 

with local communities and organizations that covers the public, voluntary, 

community and private sectors in order to develop a vision for their local 

area, working collaboratively to improve services and quality of life for 

citizens.  

 

21. The Ministry is now emphasizing on one of the most talked about 

issue which is good governance. This is not about making correct 

decisions but more to good decision making process. Therefore, good 

governance share several characteristics like transparency, follows the 

rule of law, responsive, participatory and etc. The intention is to promote 

community confidence, leading to better decision makings and also help 

our councils to meet its legislative responsibilities.  

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Conclusion 

 

To conclude, I truly believe that this session will provide us a great 

opportunity to look at ways to address some of these challenges and 

exchange ideas on how we can plan a strategic way-forward for local 
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governments in Malaysia. Hence, I am very sure that this will be a very 

beneficial session to everyone here today and I hope even more can be 

achieved with a stronger relationship and collaboration between all levels 

of government. Local government must be given an equal importance as 

they play an important role in our national agenda.  

 

With that ladies and gentlemen, I would like to thank everyone involved in 

today’s session and have a good discussion.   

 

 

Thank you.  


